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GAV MFNS HEALIH CRISIS

Gay Men's Health Crisis is a not-for-profit,
volunteer-supported and community-based
organization committed to national leadership

in the fight against AIDS. Our mission is to:

. reduce the spread of HIV disease,

o helP people with HIV maintain

and improve their health and

independence, and

o keep the prevention, treatment
and cure of HIV an urgent national

and local priority.

ln fulfilling this mission we will remain true to our
heritage by fighting homophobia and affirming the

individual dignity of all gay men and lesbians.
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'G MF{C:::maiked,,ritsr,f i:fltr,i:i,.lli,r', 1' 
r,,1:,,,:, . .,,;'' 1,:r

.anniVef$?rVtrlh1$:rpa$trteA[:' and i ]r:il 
, : l i r l

C0htihued.:,lo::,foCuS i,nCi€ags6{r:i . ': ,,, 
:,:,:":,,

atlO0tioh,:,On,rworne,n,:livi0g:: With,'.i, :,., 
r,, ." .

an:d:affedtedl,.bt i.l.llV/A1DS, ,,,r,,,, ,.',.1,,,1, .'1 1,,,, ' ,:1',

Duiingr, tltlq,)learr,,the, \NOm6in:s ,:: r,, r'rri'' ir, r,t,

Institut6, cOntinued rthe

.expanSiOn:.Ot'iitS :Crilioa|:,'l .r::i. .i:ir ' :'lri : rr:rrl" :'l'l:l .I

gefviogs tol hetgfOSe|X,UAli:"rf il' i, .:r,,: i ' ,iirl'i.' . rl

WQrnen,r:dfr,aolor,'bV, laU,hbhing. , :,'r ,,i,'l' ,r

two":infp,Ottaht, :prograrnS,:+:r': i r.r'iil r:i,:.:,,iri..rl.

tts* tnd :rLili, SlS.lAr;,,Slgfi ' :,' ri:.': 
;,;.l :,:, :

(Si$eis fnfOrmingrSisterrsi.rOn'r,,,r':,, .r,", r

TopiCsiotAl'QS),aim6'to ,::: . i ':,': rrri

in creasO'th e,peisonal: autgn ornlrr o.f ,HlV.p os lt ive

wO rnen,; add re sSi nq d ran,g 6 oJ:,tOpiCS:, in ClU di n g

s,u ppo4tin g, safei,sex, behavlor,r. se.lf.este€,rn:,, and
ethnic and gender pride. SISTA is a CDC-approved
benavioialinterven.tio-n:wlfh,'demOnitrated "

effuctivenessr among Afii'canr Amorican women.'
Modeled ,af1er the SlSTA'initiative;, LtL' SISTA : '

reaches out to lrouno,,Womeh o{ oOlor betWeen the
agds:,l 6-2t4u ir[: th 6ii,oWfi,e or:n nrU njtiesi;: with ]a

partic:Uiarr €nnphasis On youh$ : Wome'n !n high
school,,ln 2006i; Ll,L' glSfArpiovided services to
young:women at, high risk for,infeetion in the
neigh:b:ofho:odsr,of , Bu$hwiCk,,Bedfor.d:stuVvesant;

Ldho'irc,4,,,H:aho

lrt rwo.u|d :not 'be. poSsfb,le,rtor ;GM,HC rto, provide
servic.es,. f0r 1 5 ; $g [ ; 6Ji9,ntS'0, yea i w iih o ut t h e

he.lp',ot,'our, f ' -ndS in,, thle cOipblate'yv.o116:,,,169,,,

G MiHC Mea:lsr..Pt o gram,was,,ab]e :to p,i6Vide

apip,roxi mate ly., 350, n.ut ritiours meal s I €,aoh : day to
ou:l r Clie,nts'ih1ough,the generous and unwavering
supBort of Arltria, Arnerica's Second Harvest, and

and 'East,New Ybrk in Brooklyn; Jamaica; eueens;
and"Chelseain,Manhattan. , ' '

The Women's lnstitute was also awarded a grant
trom ttre'citys Department of Healthiand Mental
Hygiene to develop an HIV/AIDS awarehess
campaign for women of color in sele,ct

neighborhoods in Brooklyn, to be launched rn late

Summer/early fall of 2006. The,canrpaig,nts goat is

to enhance activities already underway'in:the
borough, including outreach and condom
distribution to hair and beauty salons and oth,er,
places where women gather. ,, .',. '

Blo,adwalz Cares/Equity Fights AlD,S,,arnong
others. For many of our clients; th,ese lurnO'hes,or

dinners are their only hot mealsr,,of,the,day

Meals are served in a safe, welCorning.,.,,:,' r",,
environment which provides clients with a space
to share information about treatment, support
and staying healthy.

'\,bg
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Keeping HlV, s,h,, Uroent
N,,at,i,onal,, arhd,:,:Lo 

- al',P,fiot itv

Despite an unfriendly political climate, GMHC's
public policy and legislative advocacy efforts

achieved successful results. We gained a

significant victory many years in the making with

, ,the, pasSage of 'the,:,,

New York State Family
,, .,,nea$r'C,ar:eDeiisl,o,n

Act, which expanded

decision-making for

medical treatment of

an incapacitated

indiv,idual to inClude ,,

, domestic rB,artnets.. ln,

addition, our tireless
policy advocates
traveled around the

,,'r i ,state with,a "Medicare
Road Show" to

educate HIV-positive

epidemic to be fheir own advoCates, the:Action

Center has played a crucial role in empowering

client autonomy, contributing to treatment

adherence and general well-being, and shaping

the larger public conversations about HIV and

AIDS in New York.

The epidemic's global dimensions continue to
,reach,,our front door every year.,as clients come

to GMHC seeking suppori with immigr:ation

problems, especially regarding the discriminatory

U.S.,,immigr:ation policy that prevents anyone with
HJV from,entering the country: Th6,,ban also has
devastating consequences for non-citizens in the
U.S wtro are HlV-positive. At GMHC, we are

vigorously workjng to rescind the,ban from a Iegal

and policy perspective, and last year

spearheaded the creation of a national coalition
called "Lift the Bar" which is dedicated to
overturning this mean-spirited policy.. ,:..:.t . .,. . r..i ,. : .r , .r. ,, ..,,...,. ,,,.'M,Odi,Cafe .bgngfiCiaries,

Longllme survivof Ctarg Rgsisel.l gpeaks at,. ,'..,., , :Oarslg,lwofkgfS, and
GMHC's ralty on the 25th anniversarv of the""'' -"-'-'" advocates about thetrsl puDllsned governmelt report on AllJS.

,li, ,,t:, , ,: . . prescriptiondrug

benelit. The:cohfusing',change in benefits
affecteo ah esti*iteo,t,lo;o69-29 g0O HtV-
posit ive.tl eW yort<ers en rol l,ed i n Med i ca re.

Thisryean the GMH,C ACtionr,Cente,r continued its

inie$ral, work of , recrujtin g, and,!ra'inring Cl ients in

gras:sfoots conrmunity rorganizing ro support the
ag e $cy,ls,.p ubl ic polic5.r, i nitialives, Th e'Actrion
gen1ei gn,$aged clienls':i,n meaningful direct
advoCa6y",en the politiial, and sociai justice

issues affecting them personally and the AIDS

Comm,unit\r,,af large. By proVidin g' s, :sp6Ce an6
suoooii,,ioi.ihoso,most directly affecteo ny t6e' '

e6&i
tvtigff
, *Ora

ctL'c

GMHC led the annual NYC Pride March in commemoratioh rof.25 yeais of AIDS" .

Fobert E. Bank, Esq., GMHC's Chief Operating Offic€ri. and Maria Alvarez of the CDC
bring G[/HC's message - Fight to Live. Fight to Love. Fight AIDS - to Fitth Avenue.
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+ John Talarakis
ez + Raven Lopez

Recently, four people gathered together to discuss their
personal and ongoing commitment to fighting HIV and

AIDS and how important GMHC has been, and

continues to be, in that fight. The gathering could not

have been more diverse or inspiring: Mrs. Judy

Peabody, a longtime voluntee[ donor, and activist; John

Tatarakis, a committed volunteer and health

professional; and Michelle and Raven Lopez, a dynamic

mother-and-daughter team - both GMHC clients,

activists, and dedicated warriors in the fight against

AIDS. Though fear and grief brought them to GMHC,

strength and courage have kept them active at the :

agency and on the front lines of the epidemic.

Both John and Judy, overwhelmed by the passing

of friends and loved ones during the early years of
the epidemic, came to GMHC separately but with
similar motives.

Judy recalled: "Everybody was dying. My friends
were dying. lt was just so painful. I was in and out
of hospitals all the time. I heard rumors about
nurses leaving trays of food by the door because
they were too afraid to enter a patient's room. I

came to GMHC because I wanted to do
something other than cry." John concurred: "l had

just come to New York. There were two kinds of
energies in the city: people ignoring AIDS and
people who said 'we need to do something.' The
great thing about GMHC was that it was a
gathering of people from all different ages,
nationalities, races. People who maybe didn't
even know anyone directly with HIV but wanted to
get involved all the same."

For Michelle and Raven, the path to GMHC was very

different.

Michelle explained, "l had just tested HIV positive

two weeks before my baby, Raven [now 16], was
diagnosed as well. She was nine months old. I'm
an immigrant from Trinidad and I was so afraid

that they were going to take my baby away from
me. My case worker told me about GMHC's Legal

Department. When I arrived, pushing Raven in her

stroller, I thought that there must be INS officers
hiding in the lobby and that they were going to
deport me. l've never been so afraid. GMHC
reassured me immediately, they were like,
'We're not going to deport you! We're going to
help you!' Thank God it worked out. Because of
my low CD4 count GMHC was able to establish a

,r,i!
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with David Tobo, a 21-year-old GMHC

educator, it turned into an opportunity
generational understanding. Both men

When Dr. Larry Mass, one of the original

founders of GMHC, spent an afternoon speaking

takes pride in Gay Men's Health Crisis now

regardless of whether they are women or straight

men or whoever they are."

David, who first became interested in HIV

prevention while still a student at The Harvey Milk

School, coniurred: "My experience with GMHC

has been great in the sense of who we're

reaching. GMHC is going further into the

community with actual HIV testing in the field." He

went on to say that for him it's the clients and the

work that truly speak for the agency. "l feel like

GMHC is shifting towards having to create a huger

umbrella to include the people that we are trying

to target with outreach. Other community based
organizations are following GMHC's lead.

GMHC is more than just this building or having
people come in. lt's reaching out to places that
others wouldn't think of visiting."

Larry added, "This epidemic is so unbelievably

huge it can't even be conceived anymore, how

big it is. lt's basically global, involving huge

david
tobo

peer

for cross-

learned

:l

something new about the epidemic, ihe agency,

and each other.

Larry began by sharing his original hesitation with

the nams, Gay Men's Health Crisis,

"You know there were six co-founders and the
decision to call this organization GMHC was

unanimous. I grew to understand that we were

acknowledging that this was our crisis and that

we had to take responsibility for it, and we should

do so with affirmation, responsibility, and pride.

The agency has had a lot of controversy - lots of
people resenting it and accusing it for lots of
different reasons. But I think somehow the
genuineness and sincerity of the original effort
gave the name an integrity that has endured and

always worked well with people. I think everybody

&.i

dr. larry
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asurer of the Board

ln the 25th year of the AIDS epidemic, I am proud to report that GMHC recorded a surplus for the sixth consecutive

year in Fiscal Year 2006. The agency recorded a surplus of revenues over expenses of $1 14,668. This is a great

accomplishment for the agency, which this year made accounting adjustments in depreciation to further enhance

the accuracy of our annual budget. The surplus is primarily a reflection of GMHC's ability to exceed its revenue

goals for the year, an achievement we hope to continue in the years to come. We had combined suppoft and

revenue of $25.9 million - $1+.+ mittion from private contributions and special events, $1.2 million in donated

services, $9.2 mittion from government grants, and the remainder from service fees, and miscellaneous income.

The success of the agency is directly related to the generosity of individuals, corporations, foundations, and public

sources of supporl that enabled the agency to maintain its core services while sustaining increased activity in nearly

every program area. Special events revenue increased slightly this year as the agency revamped its approach to

these activities in order to enhance future returns. This year, GMHC was able to launch new initiatives in HlV.

prevention, mobile rapid testing, crystal meth public awareness efforts, anti-stigma and anti-homophobia

campaigns, and other outreach initiatives, even as we faced a reduction in government grants of $1.7 million.

GMHC continues to operate at the highest level of efficiency while remaining stable, flexible, and responsive to the
growing challenges of the epidemic. I congratulate management for the positive fiscal state of the agency, and also

want to extend the Board's thanks to Frank Doyle, GMHC's previous Treasurer, whose wisdom and foresight left the

agency in good financial stead. We continue to streamline our operations and enhance our programs and services

to better meet the needs of the 15,000 men, women, and children who annually walk through our doors seeking

assistance. The best indicator we can use to demonstrate our efficient use of resources is that 81 .5 percent of

expenses are used to maintain our programs, and the vast majority of our donors' contributions are directly

allocated to client services.

Your continued support and confidence in the fiscal management of GMHC is greatly appreciated and cherished.

funl(E-
Odell Mays ll

Treasurer, GMHC Board of Directors

where the money goes:

81 .50/$1
At GMHC, 81,5 cents of every dollar
is used for direct services and programs

'i'bg
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